© COPYRIGHT 2010 TRINITY SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY

Tall el-Hammam Excavation Project
A JOINT SCIENTIFIC PROJECT OF
The College of Archaeology,

Trinity Southwest University
AND

The Department of Antiquities,
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Dr. Steven Collins, co-Director, Chief Archaeologi st
Mr. Khalil Hamdan, co-Director, Senior Archaeologis  t
Mr. Michael C. Luddeni, TeHEP Photographer

Area U; Field D; Square(s) 37E, 38E,
39E, 35B, 35C

MB2 Defensive Rampart System,
upper tall

Early in Season Two, the excavation of the 1A2 city wall [1]
on the upper tall, Field D, immediately revealed th e

existence of a massive earthen-mudbrick rampart sys tem
typical of the Middle Bronze Age [2]. This was also the first
evidence at Tall el-Hammam of the “LB gap” that had been
reported from the excavation of Tall Nimrin about 6  km (as
the crow flies) to the north. This five-to-seven-ce  ntury
occupational hiatus (which includes not only the LB A but
also most of I1A1) now appears ubiquitous for the ea  stern
Jordan Disk, particularly for the two city-states d ominating
the area, the hubs of which are located at Tall Nim  rin and
Tall el-Hammam. In this particular location, and ar ound

Hammam’s upper tall, the Iron Age 2 defenses are bu ilt
squarely upon/into the MB2 defensive rampart the de  fines
its 36° groomed slope (glacis). In several excavate d
contexts, even some of the IA2 structures are liter ally
carved into the mudbrick matrix of the MB2 rampart,

creating floors, silos, and other installations. In deed, the
IA2 builders found the existence of the MB2 rampart to be
quite helpful for their own purposes in a number of ways.

The IA2 city wall [1] foundation trench cuts into t he
structure of the MB2 mudbrick rampart surrounding t he
upper tall. Mudbricks from the rampart are clearly visible

[2] at the bottom of the IA2 foundation trench. The cut
through the MB2 rampart material [3] was made by 1A 2
builders, and only clarified by TeHEP excavators.
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The first section of the MB2 rampart ext

cavated

(Season Two) is circled in red. It has now been exc avated
in several other locations around the upper tall. T  he 36°
(ave.) slope [1] of the upper tall is created by th e MB2

rampart.



The 1A2 city wall foundation [1] has been cored awa
location to reveal the interior structure of the MB
including mudbricks [2], and an interesting line of
[3] demarcating the interface between the inner mud
core and the outer surfacing of hard-packed clay (m
with ash and small pebbles) [4].
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In this location, the hard-packed facing [1] of the MB2 ram-
part’'s outer 36° slope (glacis) was later covered b vy hori-
zontal engineered fill [2] to support a portion of the IA2 city

wall [3] that extends over the outer edge of the ra
The 1A2 defensive glacis [4] is also visible.

mpart.

The mudbrick-earthen rampart surrounding the upper city
at Tall el-Hammam was a formidable piece of defensi ve
architecture. This well-preserved section of the 36  ° outer
slope represents approximately one third to one hal f of the
height of the rampart. The lower parts of the rampa  rt in this

location have been left unexcavated for preservatio  n.

The stone foundations of several Iron Age structure s are
visible here. Each of these foundations has been du g into

the mudbrick matrix of the MB2 defensive rampart. T he top,

outer edge of the rampart is visible [1]. An IA2 st  orage
pit/silo [2] was actually dug into the mudbrick mat rix of the

MB2 rampart. Mudbricks from the rampart are visible in
several places [3].



As the MB2 rampart system makes a turn around the N E
corner of upper Hammam, the structure remains consi S-
tently mudbrick [1] with an outer facing of clay mi xed with

ash and pebbles. The Iron Age city wall [2] continu  es to
follow the top of the rampart, as it does around th e entire
upper tall for a linear distance of about 1.2km. Ob  viously,
the Iron Age builders considered the massive MB2ra  mpart
system as a suitable substrate for their own city d efenses,
as they seem to have purposefully followed it consi stently

around the upper tall.

The mudbricks [1] and clay/ash facing of the MB2 ra  mpart
system are extremely hard. The fact that most of th e
rampart survived intact through Tall el-Hammam’s ap prox-
imately six-century occupational hiatus through the Late
Bronze Age and Iron Age 1, attests to the quality a nd
durability of its construction. It's estimated that the upper
city rampart required between 30 and 50 million mud  bricks
to build.
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