
 
 

By the end of Season Four, the stratigraphic sequen ce of 
houses in Trench LA.28 became relatively predictabl e. The 
surface stone foundations were MB1/2 [loc 2, 3], as  here in 
Square LA.28J 1, but were built on an earlier footprint. 
 

Underneath the MB1/2 stone foundations, IB1/2 mudbr ick 
courses [loc 6b, 11b] refurbished EB3 walls [loc 6a , 11a]. 

 
The IB1/2 mudbricks [loc 6b,11b] used to rebuild th e earlier 
EB3 wall [loc 11a] were slightly larger, widening t he wall by 
about 10cm. Plaster is still visible on the EB3 wal l. A 
parallel EB3 wall [loc 14] shows evidence of direct ional 
(earthquake?) collapse. 
 

 
The stone foundations of MB1/2 domestic structures were 
immediately evident in Square LA.28K 1 [loc 2, 6].  
 

 
Below the MB1/2 stone foundations in LA.28K 1 were walls 
used during EB3 and IB1/2 [loc 16, 17], with a door way. 
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An in situ  door-socket stone [1] was associated with the 
floor and threshold of the doorway [loc 19]. This f loor level 
dated to the IB1/2. The EB3 surface was 20cm down. 
 

 
The IBA floor level [1] was installed 20cm above th e EB3 
floor [loc 22] with fill between. The EB3 floor pla ster sealed 
against the EB3 stone foundation [loc 21]. Obviousl y, the 
house was refurbished and re-used during the IBA, p er-
haps after the structure was damaged in an earthqua ke (ca. 
2350 BCE). A large holemouth storage jar installati on [loc 
23] was dug into the EB3 floor, with an adjacent, 
rectangular extension [loc 24] containing smaller v essels. 

 
The EB3 holemouth jar installation (about one third  of the 
vessel is exposed). The large jar had been previous ly used 
for cooking, as the bottom and sides were severely charred 
and crumbling. Evidently, when the jar developed a hole 
that ended its cooking career, it was salvaged for use as a 
subfloor storage unit (likely for dry foodstuffs li ke grain).  
 

 
Adherence to an original structural ‘footprint’ thr ough 
many refurbishing phases and rebuilds for over a th ousand 
years is remarkable. But that’s exactly what this h ouse, and 
others excavated in Trench LA.28, reveal. The found ation 
[loc 21] is EB3, as is the visible floor [loc 22], and the lower 
part of the mudbrick wall [loc 17]. The floor excav ated at 
the level of the threshold [loc 19] was IBA. The EB 3 bricks 
of the wall were topped by IBA bricks which were, i n turn, 
topped by stone courses of the MB1/2 foundation. 
 

 
Once again, domestic structures from the MB2 termin al de-
struction of Tall el-Hammam [loc 5, 6] are encounte red near 
the surface in Square LA.28L 1. 
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An MB1/2 wall foundation [loc 10] follows the footp rint of 
an IBA refurbishing of yet another EB3 wall [loc 14 ] and 
foundation with a threshold [loc 18].  
 

 
Underneath the IBA floor—laid over the original EB3 
threshold [loc 18]—a slurry of broken EB3 pottery s pills 
over the stones of the threshold with the same dire ction-
ality as the mudbricks wrenched from a domestic wal l in 
Square LA.28J 1. The wall [loc 14] has also been heaved in 
the same southerly direction (toward the camera).  
 

 
IBA stones and mudbricks [loc 19] refurbished and 
strengthened an earlier EB3 wall phase [loc 20], al so torn 
by what appears to be earthquake activity.  
 

 
Faithful to the original house footprint, a thousan d years of 
refurbishes and rebuilds signals a remarkably endur ing 
socio-cultural continuity at Tall el-Hammam from EB 3 
through MB2. Moving from the visible bottom in this  photo 
are numerous phases of the same house: EB3 [loc 20] ; IBA 
[loc 19, 14]; MB1 [loc 10]; MB2 [loc 7]. 
 

 
The trend continues in Square LA.28M 1. MB1/2 stones [loc 
4] top an IBA phase [loc 11] which is just beginnin g to 
appear in the excavation. 
 

 
At the very top of this photo, the bottom course of  the MB2 
city wall foundation appears (it continues to the s urface for 
1.3m). Underneath the MB2 city wall, another stone foun-
dation is visible [loc 18], but the date is not yet  determined 
(EB2/3 seems probable). Emerging at the bottom of t he 
square are stones (likely) from a Chalcolithic/EB1 broad-
house. This is identical to the stratigraphic seque nce found 
to the south in Square LA.28N 1 and Square LA.28O 1. 
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