
 
 

With good segments of the MB2 city wall [1] and EB2 /3 city 
wall [2] already exposed, Square Supervisor, Carrol l Kobs, 
suggested extending the excavation to the east [3] because 
of what she interpreted as a corner in the EB2/3 ci ty wall 
next to the east balk of Square LA.28N 1. Could it be a 
gateway? Also, about 150m to the south, at the edge  the 
bedrock scarp just above the agricultural fields, T eHEP 
Director, Dr. Collins, had identified a fairly exte nsive series 
of steps leading up the slope in the general direct ion of 
Trench LA.28. The steps were badly eroded and subtl y 
camouflaged by surface soil, but the lines of stone s and 
carved bedrock had clearly been formed into a stepp ed 
‘street’ leading up the hill into a wide, flat area  seemingly 
contiguous to the roadway running along the outside  of the 
EB2/3 city wall. We speculated that the existence o f a 
corner at this juncture in the wall, together with the 
presence of the stepped road (leading up from the a djacent 
farmland in the direction of this particular sectio n of the 
city wall) meant that there should be a gateway som ewhere 
in this wall section. Within the next two dig days,  that 
gateway emerged from the yellowish, loamy soil.  
 

Indeed, Square LA.27N 1 revealed the existence of a gate-
way [1] through the EB2/3 city wall. At first it ap peared to 
be of the ‘maze’ variety with a built-in right-angl e turn [2]. 
How-ever, what first looked like a right-angle turn  in the 
gate passage soon turned out to be something else. There 
was no turn in the passage. Both sides of the passa ge 
ended abruptly at, and perpendicular to, a short, 1 m-thick 
wall— a blocking wall [3]. This small, well-built wa ll was 
obviously added later at a time when the ‘city fath ers’ 
decided that there were too many entryways into the  city, 
and that some of them (at least this one) should be  closed. 
The date of the blocking wall was/is difficult to d etermine 
accurately, but there are three points of logic sug gesting 
that it was blocked during the Intermediate Bronze Age 
(2350-2000 BCE): First, EBA, IBA, and MBA pottery s herds 
abound in the MB2 engineered fill both inside and o utside 
the blocking wall, limiting the date of the wall co nstruction 
to a time prior to the MBA rampart construction tha t 
covered this area, i.e., IBA or MB1. Second, the IB A was 
marked by social turmoil after the destruction and/ or 
abandonment of most of the EB3 cities in the region , ca. 
2350 BCE. There were very few IBA cities and towns,  as 
much of the population of the southern Levant rever ted to a 
nomadic or semi-nomadic lifestyle. With so many nom adic 
clans and tribes circulating through this now-cultu rally-
challenged region, the raiding of cities for food-s tores may 
have been a problem. Third, since Tall el-Hammam wa s still 
a thriving agricultural economy during the IBA, it may have 
taken protective measures to limit access to the ci ty by 
restricting the number of entry-points.  
 

Excavation on the outside of the EB2/3 city wall cl early 
revealed the blocking wall [1] as distinct from the  gateway. 
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Area L; Field A; Square(s) 27N 1 

EB2/3 Gateway, lower tall 
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Visible in this photo: the sidewalls [1] of the EB2 /3 
gateway; the EB2/3 roadway extending through the ga te 
passage [2]; the IBA/MB1 gate blockage [3]; the MB2  city 
wall foundation [4].  

 
At the end of Season Five, the EB2/3 gateway excava tion 
had advance to this point. Visible in the photo: th e 
sidewalls [1] of the EB2/3 gateway; the EB2/3 roadw ay 
extending through the gate passage [2]; the IBA/MB1  gate 
blockage [3]; the MB2 city wall foundation [4]; an earlier  
hard-packed living surface [5] dating to EB1.  
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