
 
 

The discovery of multiple phases of Tall el-Hammam’ s 
lower city fortifications during Season Five was ex citing to 
say the least. And the dimensions were spectacular.  In this 
photo, several features of the EB2/3 defenses are v isible: 
the 5.2m-thick city wall [1] with several courses o f its 
mudbrick superstructure [2] intact; the foundation of a gate 
tower [3]; a gateway [4] (one of many in the city w all’s 
2.5km circuit around lower Hammam); and the roadway  [5] 
outside the city wall. Also in view are a later (IB A/MB1) 
blockage of the EB2/3 gateway [6] and the 4m-thick MB2 
city wall [7]. The first phase of the EBA city wall  was built 
approximately at the beginning of EB2 (ca. 3000 BCE ), with 
a foundation consisting of inner and outer course o f large 
boulders with a mudbrick core and superstructure. D uring 
early EB3 (ca 2700 BCE), the city wall suffered sev ere 
(earthquake?) damage. The wall was torn down to the  one 
or two still-stable courses of mudbrick above the o riginal 
foundation, then a new five-course, solid stone fou ndation 
was installed on that footprint, topped by a mudbri ck 
superstructure. The original roadway continued in u se. 

The EB2/3 city wall showing the gate-tower foundati on [1], 
the inner face [2], the outer face [3], and course five of the 
EB3 stone foundation [4]. 
 

The roadway [1]; EB2 city wall phase [2]; and EB3 c ity wall 
phase [3]. The roadway cleaned off easily, as its s urface 
was extremely hard-packed and readily separable fro m the 
MB2 engineered fill [4] dumped on it during the con -
struction of the MB2 fortifications some 1200 years  later. 
The roadway was in continuous use throughout EB2, E B3, 
IB1, IB2, and MB1, as evidenced by the lack of any 
erosional/natural layering between the surface of t he 
roadway and the multifarious MB2 fill material.  
 

EB2/3 roadway [1]; EB2 wall phase [2]; EB3 wall pha se [3]; 
mudbrick superstructure [4]; MB2 engineered fill [5 ]. 
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Area L; Field A; Square(s) 28N 1, 28O1,  

28P1, 27N1, 27O1 

EB2/3 City Wall and Roadway, lower tall 

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

	 �
� �

� �

� �

� �

� �

� �� �

� �

� �

� �

� �



 
The clarity of the EB2/3 roadway ]1] is remarkable.  The 
piles of MB2 engineered fill visible in the eastern  balk-
section [2] of Trench LA.28 show that the roadway w as still 
in use when the fill was laid down between the oute r face of 
the EB2/3 city wall and the first stabilizer-wall o f the MB2 
rampart defenses [3].  
 

 
The inner face of the EB2/3 city wall showing the E B3 stone 
foundation phase [1] and the preserved courses of t he 
mud-brick superstructure [2]. MB2 fill [3] is seen in the 
space between the EB wall and the first stone cours e of the 
MB2 city wall foundation [4].  

Note the size of the people in the photo in compari son to 
the 5.2m thickness of the EB2/3 city wall. The orig inal wall 
height from the level of the roadway [1] was likely  between 
10 and 15 meters. When these dimensions are extrapo lated 
over the 2.5km length of the wall, a sense of the c ity’s 
ability to martial a substantial labor force in sup port of 
such a project is obtained.  
 

 
The EB2 phase of the city wall [1] and roadway [2] were 
built over the top of Chalcolithic/EB1 broadhouses [3] that 
were ‘condemned’, torn down, and leveled over with fill [4]. 
The EB3 city wall phase is also visible [5]. The ye llowish 
material [6] is only a few centimeters from bedrock . 
 

We decided to extend the excavation of the EB2/3 ci ty wall 
[1] to the east for an additional square (6m) (LA.2 7N1). This 
decision proved to be a good one. Within only a few  centi-
meters of what had already been excavated, we saw a  line 
of stones perpendicular to the city wall face that appeared 
to be one side of a gateway through the wall. Befor e the 
end of the day, it was confirmed.  
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Sometimes archaeology is a game of inches. The west  side 
of the newly discovered EBA gateway [1] ended just a few 
centimeters short of the bottom course of the MB2 c ity wall 
foundation [2]. In other words, if the inner face o f the EBA 
city wall had been just a few centimeters further t o the 
north, it would have gone under the bottom course o f the 
MBA wall, and we wouldn’t have been able to see the  
opening without cutting into the later structure. B ut as it 
was, we were able to see the passageway in its enti rety. 
 

The surface of the large roadway that runs along th e out-
side of the EB 2/3 city wall extends through this g ateway, 
visible here as a light, horizontal band [1] immedi ately 
underneath the IBA/MB1 blocking wall, and partially  pre-
served by the sub-balk in the foreground [2]. 

Extending the LA.28/27 Trench even further to the s outh, 
more of the outer face of the EB2/3 city wall was e xposed, 
eventually revealing more of the EB2/3 roadway (bel ow). 
You can also see the IBA/MB1 gate blockage quite cl early 
from this outer side [1]. 
 

 
At the time of this photo, a full 14m of the EB2/3 city wall’s 
outer face [1] had been exposed in Trench LA.28/27,  along 
with a commensurate portion of the associated roadw ay 
[2]. At their sum, the EBA fortifications at Tall e l-Hammam 
constitute an impressive witness to the power and s tability 
of this once-great city. 
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