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Area L; Field A; Square(s) 28N * - 28S*
Stratigraphic Sequence of
Bronze Age Defenses, lower tall

In Square LA.28Q ! even an initial surface cleaning reveals
mudbricks from the MB2 defensive rampart system,
between two of the internal stabilizer-walls.

/N

Trench LA.28 (outlined in white sandbags) is 60m N/ S (N is
to the left). In order to get a sense of the large  dimensions
of the fortification systems surrounding the lower/ outer city
at Tall el-Hammam, take note of the thicknesses of  the city
defensive components: EB2/3 city wall [1] 5.2m thic  k; MB2
city wall [2] 4.0m thick; MB2 rampart, internal sto ne
stabilizer-walls [3] 2m, 1m, 1m thick. When one add s up the
resultant horizontal width (thickness) of the MB2 ¢ ity wall

plus its mudbrick/stone rampart system, it is about 33m.

Trench LA.28 looking NNE. Visible are the EB2/3 cit y wall
[1], the EB2/3 outer roadway [2], the MB2 city wall [3], and
one of three internal stabilizer-walls [4] that sup  ported the

MB2 rampart system. Upper Hammam is visible in the
distance [5].

Just like new! This EB2/3 roadway [1] likely runs a  round
most of the city perimeter outside the city wall. T he road
surface is an extremely hard-packed mixture of clay , sand,
ash, and small pebbles. This area may also have ser ved as
an exterior plaza, because one of the city gates is located

just to the left (the gateway was undiscovered att  his point
during Season Five.

The outer face of the EB2/3 city wall [1]. Note tha t several
courses of mudbricks are preserved from the EB3 pha  se
[2]. Two courses of mudbricks are also preserved fr om the
earlier (original) EB2 phase of the wall [3]. Some  debris [4]
(actually, MB2 engineered fill) has yet to be clear ed from
the surface of the EB2/3 roadway [5].



Within only a few days of excavation in Squares LA. 28N*
and LA.280 ', several features of the EB3 phase of the city
wall [1] were becoming visible, including a tower [ 2], a
gateway [3], and some of the mudbrick superstructur e [4].

The extension of Square LA.28M * during Season Five (from

its 2m probe of Season Four, foreground) revealed a good
stretch of an MB2 street [1] between a MB2 house [2 ] and
the MB2 city wall [3]. The MB2 house foundation was a

rebuild of an earlier house from the Intermediate B ronze
Age [4]. The terminal MB2 destruction of Tall el-Ha  mmam is
right at the surface on the lower tall—so much so th at, in
many places, its remains have been scraped off or s everely
damaged by decades of modern agricultural activity.

This is one of the internal stabilizer walls [1] of the MB2
defensive rampart system, near its southern edge (T  rench
LA.28). It is enclosed by mudbrick [2], as are all three such
internal walls. The (likely) stepped-multi-sloped, mudbrick

rampart also dwarfed and buried the EB2/3 city wall

This is one of many gateways in the EB2/3 city wall ringing
lower Hammam. This gate is 1.4m in width. The meter  stick
is resting on the street level of the gate’s EB3 ph  ase, built

with a solid-stone foundation [1] (as opposed to th e
mudbrick core of the EB2 city wall foundation under neath).

The gateway was blocked by a 1m-thick wall [2] (mad e of
slightly smaller stones) during the IBA/MB1 periods , but
evidently the remainder of the passageway was left as a
large niche or room accessible from inside the city wall.
Toward the end of MB1 or the beginning of MB2, a ma  ssive

city wall [3] and rampart system covered over all t he
previous EB fortifications, subsuming the old city wall and
roadway underneath a massive mudbrick/earthen rampa  rt

sloping outward 36 degrees from the MB2 city wall f ~ or over
30m.

Another view of the EB2/3 city wall and gateway, sh  owing
that it was built over yet another hard-packed livi ng surface

(likely EB1, but undated at this juncture).
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