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Hammam Dolmen 78 Excavation

Identifying an undisturbed, intact dolmen isn’'t eas
Director, Dr. Steven Collins, examines a dolmen ide ntified
by TeHEP Field Archaeologist, Hussien Aljarrah, as a good
candidate—Hammam Dolmen 78. He was right. The well-
watered Plain of the Jordan and lower Tall el-Hamma m [1]
are in the background.

Hammam Dolmen 78 (HD.78) and associated stone circl e.
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The main capstone of HD.78 weighed at least two ton
had to be removed to expose the inner chamber.

Reovmg the capstone took Jf;l while.
Collins and Mr. Aljarrah are on their cell phones ¢
reinforcements!
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Early Bronze 2 (ca. 2800 BCE) juglet from HD.78 cha mber.

Chalcolithic amphoriskos (ca. 3500 BCE), HD.78 cham  ber.

The matrix around the dolmen vessels was almost roc k-

hard, making their excavation very difficult.
Early Bronze 1 bowl and fragments of a covering-bow | (ca.
3200 BCE) in situ on chamber floor slab.

Small stone beads from what was probably an ‘offeri ng
necklace’ placed during one of the many ritual inte rments
over the nearly 2,000-year use of Hammam Dolmen 78.  Very

Chalcolithic, EB1, and EB2 vessels in situ . few bones were found in the chamber.



Toward the end of a dig day, members of the TeHEP T eam
working on the lower city at Tall el-Hammam (visibl e in the
far-right background) pay a visit to HD.78 to check out the

progress of the excavation. TeHEP co-Director, Khal |l
Hamdan (also Director of Excavations for the DoA of

Jordan) (second from right), talks strategy with Dr . Steve
McAllister (far right).

Pottery vessels from HD.78 are field-registered and set into
sand-filled goofahs for safe transport back to the TeHEP

processing lab at our Movenpick Hotel headquarters.

Renowned archaeological reconstruction architect, D r.
Leen Ritmeyer, makes notes and preliminary sketches of
HD.78 in preparation for making section drawings.

At approximately 1m x 3.2m, the chamber of HD.78 wa s
larger than average. It contained over 40 ceramic v  essels
spanning almost 2,000 years—from the Chalcolithic Pe  riod,
Early Bronze Age, and Intermediate Bronze Age—includ  ing
jugs and small juglets, bowls and amphoriskoi. With the
vessels there were very few human bones, only a few

beads, and what appears to be a small basalt grindi ng

stone. All this suggests that the numerous, success ive
interments were (perhaps) ritually-representative o  f
important family/clan members (ancestor worship?). It's

even possible that the bones were selectively remov  ed
from nearby tombs and placed in the dolmen chamber with
small celebratory offerings. Indeed, speculation ab ounds.

Dr. Ritmeyer takes measurements.



Ceramic vessels—whole, broken, and fragmentary—from
the excavated chamber of HD.78, cleaned and display ed in
an in situ representation. Most of the older vessels were
found toward the back of the chamber (bottom), whil e the
later additions were generally found toward the ent rance
(top). No doubt, many of the vessels had been broke n by
subsequent interment activities.

Chalcolithic amphoriskos, ca. 3500 BCE; HD.78.

Early Bronze 2 juglet, ca. 2800 BCE; HD.78.

Early Bronze 2 jug, ca. 2800 BCE; HD.78.

Early Bronze 1 amphoriskos, ca. 3100 BCE; HD.78.

Chalcolithic/EB1 juglet, ca. 3300 BCE; HD.78
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