
 
 

Immediately to the E of the E tower of the IA2 monu mental 
gateway [1], another monumental IA2 building [2] st ands 
remarkably preserved. Sections of the stone foundat ion 
stand to a height of more than 2m, with some mudbri cks 
from the superstructure still adhering to the tops of the 
final, leveling-course of stone. 
 

One of two doorways [1] (so far) preserved in the b uilding 
foundation. This is an exterior doorway opening ont o a 
narrow alleyway [2] between this structure and the E tower 
of the monumental gateway [3]. 

Here is the first doorway [1] before it was fully e xcavated. A 
second doorway has also emerged [2]. Also visible i s the E 
tower of the IA2 monumental gateway [3].  
 

Visible in this photo are: the E gateway tower [1];  walls of 
the monumental (administrative?) building [2]; two door-
ways [3]; a mudbrick adhering to the stone foundati on [4]. 
 

One can easily extrapolate the size of this room (r ed line) in 
the monumental building. The full extent of this st ructure is 
presently unknown. Several rooms are known to exist . 
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Area U; Field B; Square(s) 21T, 22T 

IA2 Monumental Building, upper tall 
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Which came first, the monumental gate tower [1] or the 
monumental building [2] just to the E? (Note the lo cation of 
the two doorways [3].) The narrowness of the alleyw ay [4] 
between the two structures—1m at the left of the pho to and 
only about 50cm to the right—suggests that the build ing [2] 
was built before the tower [1]. It seems that if th e huge gate 
tower had already been in existence when the adjace nt 
building was constructed, then a better placement o f the 
new building—with a wider alleyway!—would have been 
worked out. As it is, the need for the construction  of the 
monumental gateway seems to have taken precedence 
over any considerations about the resultant width o f the 
space between the two structures. In other words, t he 
gateway with its massive flanking towers was going to be 
built to its designed dimensions regardless of who it 
inconvenienced! 
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