
 
 

Room with a view? Actually, when the IA2 city wall was 
standing to its full height, the view of the farmla nds to the S 
of Tall el-Hammam wouldn’t have been visible from t his 
house [1], even if it had been a two-story structur e. 
 

The precise configuration of this domestic structur e awaits 
further excavation, but there are at least six room s visible 
thus far, five in this photograph. 

Two doorways [1] are visible here. The walls are of  typical 
domestic thickness, but the size of the house almos t 
suggests something more palatial than a typical res idence. 
Only further excavation will tell. 
 

Two floor phases are seen here. One is cobble [1], even 
using a broken grindstone [2]. The other is plaster  [3]. 
Decomposed mudbrick and ash [4] cover the later flo or.  
 

Visible in this photo are: house walls [1]; a cobbl e floor [2]; 
a plaster floor [3]; and tumbled boulders from coll apse [4].  
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Area U; Field C; Square(s) 29P, 29Q 

IA2 House, upper tall 
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Evidence of an earthquake is seen in the directiona l 
“lurching” of house walls in a southerly direction (to the 
right). Six room are visible in this shot. Also vis ible is an 
earlier, curvilinear structure [1], likely from the  Bronze Age, 
but not yet positively dated. 
 

These unfired clay objects are often identified as loom 
weights, but there is no evidence that any kind of string or 
yarn was ever tied to them. However, such objects h ave 
been found at other sites, in situ , as jar stoppers. Such 
“fermentation stoppers” likely utilized a round peb ble 
installed loosely into the stopper hole in order to  “burp” 
pressure out of a storage jar full of a fermenting liquid such 
a “beer” or wine. None of these objects has yet bee n found 
in a jar mouth at Tall el-Hammam, but they have alw ays 
been associated with storage jars and/or cooking co ntexts. 

 
A bronze pendant, hematite beads, and a limestone b ead all 
found together in one of the rooms. 
 

 
An IA2 juglet, in situ . 
 

An IA2 pyxis, in situ . 
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Another IA2 juglet, in situ . 
 

An intact IA2b storage jar from one of the central rooms of 
the house. The existence of what are considered “st ill-
useable” pottery vessels in an excavation context i s a 
signal that the destruction of the stratum in which  the 
vessels are found was followed by a significant 
occupational hiatus. However, if a population retur ns 
immediately to its destroyed city to rebuild—thus, n o 
period of abandonment—then the process of salvaging  and 
reconstruction would, as far as it was possible, re move 
still-useable vessels and other objects of the mate rial 
culture from the destruction debris before rebuildi ng. 

  
IA2b storage jar, in situ . 
 

 
An IA2b/c cooking pot from the house’s kitchen. 
 

 
A small IA2b/c black-burnished juglet 
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