
 
 

Since geographical explorers traversed this area du ring the 
second half of the 19 th century, observations regarding the 
city walls around upper Tall el-Hammam have been co m-
mon. In TeHEP Field D, it was exposed to the surfac e [1]. It 
is consistently 3m thick everywhere it can be measu red, 
and dates to IA2. 
 

 
The stone foundation of the 3m-thick IA2 city wall [1] with 
an associated tower foundation [2]. 

On the N side of the upper tall, the IA2 city wall [1] abuts a 
monumental gateway tower [2]. Also visible is a cur tain 
wall [3] narrowing a stepped entrance [4] requiring  
pedestrian traffic to make a sharp right turn, then  a left 
turn, in order to enter through the gate passageway  [5]. 
Much of the Iron Age city wall is severely damaged by past 
military trenching activities. 
 

The IA2 city wall is 3m thick from its outside face  [1] to its 
inside face [2]. It’s built over the MB2 earthen-mu dbrick 
rampart that encircles upper Tall el-Hammam. Here, the 
wall has been cored away [3] for the purpose of dat ing its 
construction. Pottery within the construction dates  it to 
IA2a/b. The wall was protected by an outer 36° glac is. 
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IA2 City Wall, upper tall 
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The Iron Age city wall builders took full advantage  of the 
old MB2 mudbrick rampart that sculpts the shape of upper 
Hammam with its 36° slope. Here the IA2 wall [1] si ts atop 
the MB2 mudbrick rampart [2], as it does all around  the 
upper tall. Thus, it was very easy for the IA walle rs to create 
their own glacis with a 36° slope [3], matching the  slope of 
the MB2 rampart. 
 

Visible in this photo: the IA2 city wall [1]; the E  tower of the 
monumental gateway [2]; a gateway curtain wall [3];  the 
stepped entryway [4]. 
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