
 
 

Upper Hammam [1] has 360° vistas of all of its terr itory. 
This view is in the direction of the Jordan River. Likewise, 
the location of the MB2 palace [2] has a commanding  view 
of the kingdom.  
 

Looking N from Field UA, one can get a sense of the  height 
of the upper tall above the surrounding plain (well  over 30 
meters/100 ft.). Roman [1] and IA2 [2] structures—s everely 
damaged by military bulldozing activity—were built o ver a 
monumental MB2 mudbrick building (not yet visible).  

All of the stone foundations in this photo are Roma n and 
Iron Age. They were dug into a MB2 monumental struc ture 
made of reddish mudbrick (the color is the result o f 
destruction by fire). The corner of a room [1], wit h plaster 
still intact on the walls, is visible. All of the r eddish soil [2] 
in the area is decomposed mudbrick [3] from this bu ilding. 
 

Many of the interior walls of the monumental mudbri ck 
building are over a meter thick (others that have n ot yet 
been seen may be much thicker, particularly the ext erior 
walls. Here, another reddish mudbrick wall emerges.  
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MB2 Palace, upper tall 
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In the destruction matrix of the building—dubbed the  “red 
palace” by excavators—significant amounts of wattle  and 
daub roofing exists, along with floor plaster from a second 
story. It’s easy to see where the mud mixture molde d 
around sticks and reeds [1] used to create the roof . 
 

Roman [1] and Iron Age [2] foundation trenches were  cut 
into the mudbrick walls [3] and decomposition matri x [4] of 
the MB2 red palace. By the time the IA2 inhabitants  began 
their construction at this location on the upper ta ll, about 
600 years of disintegration and erosion had reduced  the 
once-magnificent MB2 mudbrick palace to what likely  ap-
peared as a large mound of reddish dirt, which they  
subsequently leveled off in order to build a monume ntal 
building of their own. Presently, the detectible di mensions 
of the red palace extends about 40x40m. 

A day in the excavation of Field UA. Visible in thi s photo 
are: a Roman structure [1]; IA2 stone foundations [ 2]; a 
room inside the MB2 palace [3]; and other sections of the 
MB2 reddish mudbrick structure [4]. 
 

This is a fragment of a second-story plaster floor that 
collapsed into a room on the first floor of the MB2  
monumental building in Field UA. The thickness of t he 
plaster floor attests to the substantial constructi on of the 
upper stories of what was likely a palace. 
 

The size of the mudbricks used to build the MB2 red  palace 
is, on average, 30x45x15cm. The foundation below th e first 
mudbrick course consists of mud-laid cobbles instal led 
over a field of dry-laid boulders. Such constructio n may 
have assisted drainage during winter rains. 
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All of the reddish soil and mudbricks in this photo  [1] 
belong to the MB2 palace in Field UA. All of the st one 
construction, except that of the MB2 foundation bou lders 
[2], belongs to the Iron Age and Roman Period. 
 

 
Again, the reddish material is mudbrick or decompos ed 
mudbrick from the MB2 palace [1]. Also visible are:  a 
Roman structure [2] and IA2 foundations [3]. 
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