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Area L; Field A; Square(s) 28M *, 28N*
MB2 Inner Ring Road,
lower tall

The linear length of the Bronze Age city wall perim  eter—
about 2.5km—may have caused Tall el-Hammam’s planner s

to construct ring roads/streets around the inner or outer
face of the city wall in order to facilitate the mo  vement of
foot- and cart-traffic from one side of the city to another. In
the EBA, a major roadway ran around the outer face of the
city wall (an EBA inner ring-road has not been foun d yet),
but the massive, sloping defensive rampart that pro tected

the MB2 city prevented such a traffic strategy in t hat
period. However, one of the main thoroughfares desi  gned
by the MB2 builders was a street running around the inner
perimeter of the city wall. The section of this str  eet
excavated during Season Five is about 3.5m wide [1] , and
seals against the foundation of a MB2 house [2] and the
city wall [3]. With multiple gateways likely for a city of this

size, this street may have widened into plazas asso  ciated
with each gate location, providing large public spa ces for
markets, social interaction, and civic activities. Being
between the towering city wall and the first row of houses

would also have provided shade for pedestrians. Sha de
was probably an important commodity in an area that
routinely reaches 120°F and more in the summer.

Visible in this photo: the MB2 city wall [1]; an MB 2 house
foundation [2]; a preserved section of the MB2 ring road-
street [3]. Also visible: an IBA house wall [4]; an EB3 house
foundation [5].
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The surface of the MB2 street [1] is made of extre ely
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hard-packed clay mixed with ash and pebbles. It slo pes
gradually away from both the MB2 house foundation [ 2]
and city wall [3]. Foot- and cart-traffic followed the direction
of the arrows.
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