© COPYRIGHT 2010 TRINITY SOUTHWEST UNIVERSITY

Tall el-Hammam Excavation Project
A JOINT SCIENTIFIC PROJECT OF
The College of Archaeology,

Trinity Southwest University
AND

The Department of Antiquities,
the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan
Dr. Steven Collins, co-Director, Chief Archaeologi st
Mr. Khalil Hamdan, co-Director, Senior Archaeologis  t
Mr. Michael C. Luddeni, TeHEP Photographer

Area L; Field A; Square(s) 42J, 39N-0
MB1/2 Monumental Complex,
lower tall

This area is in the center of the lower tall on an artificial
platform, approximately 100x100m. This 1m-thick wal | [1]
(outer and inner faces marked with red lines) is vi  sible on
the surface for a distance of about 60m, and serves as the
W wall of a monumental building that measures at le  ast
20x60m, dominating the W half of the platform.

The initial foray into the MB2 monumental complex,
the “banana palace” because it's next to a banana f

dubbed
ield.

Presently dated MB2 on the basis of ceramic reads, the
“banana palace” has at least a couple of dozen room S
visible on the surface. Underneath its stone founda tion
walls—two of which [1] are visible here—are a plethor  a of
walls and strata. The dates of these lower walls is still
problematic due to the mix of associated pottery. H owever,
the surface-visible structure is firmly dated to MB 2, the
Bronze Age terminus at Tall el-Hammam.
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The walls of the MB2 monumental complex [1] are bui
over the walls of at least five earlier structures, all uniden-
tified at this juncture (the end of Season Five). M any of the
MB2 stone foundations of the complex are exposed to the

surface, and quite easy to trace. Thankfully, some areas of
the lower tall have not been plowed for planting ba  nana
trees. In these areas, the stone foundations of man vy struc-
tures are standing several courses high, and are su  rface-
visible. But unfortunately, in all the areas where banana
fields have been planted (about 70% of the lower ta Il), the
first half-meter of ground—and every structure in it —has
been ripped to oblivion. Fortunately, only about ha If of the

100x100m platform has had bananas.
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These four walls [1] represent only one of many, ma ny
rooms in the MB2 monumental complex. It will take m  any

seasons to excavate this exciting feature.

While the W half of the monumental complex platform

hadn’t been deep-plowed for bananas, the E half had —and
what a mess. You can see that the surface of the gr  ound is
strewn with thousands of boulders that were once pa rt of

building foundations. About .5m had to be cleared o ff
before we could proceed with normal excavation meth ods.
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During the removal of the first half-meter of groun
mains of foundations and floors began to emerge bel
plowed material.

Removing a half-meter of churned-up soil and boulde rs is
an arduous task, but in Season Five we made good pr o-
gress that will allow us to open up this part of th e complex
for excavation during the next season. However, tan  talizing
elements have already emerged, such as a 12m stretc h of a
massive 2.7m-thick wall [1], including a corner, si  gnaling
the existence of some kind of monumental building—

perhaps a temple. The wall follows an almost perfec  t E/W
alignment, consistent with the monumental complex o n the
W half of the platform. For buildings on the 100x10 Om

platform, this seemingly-slavish alignment to the c ardinal
directions is quite distinct from all other excavat ed and
observed wall orientations on both the upper and lo wer

talls. The orientation of the Bronze Age domestic a nd
palace architecture at Tall el-Hammam is approximat ely

diagonal to the cardinal directions. Does the cardi nal-
square orientation of buildings on this raised, 100 x100m
platform located at the geographical center of Hamm  am’s

lower tall indicate the existence of a sacred preci  nct?
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