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A badly charred piriform juglet [1] lies in situ in the ash and
. destruction matrix [2] that collapsed from the uppe r story

of the MB2 house when it burned. Excavators frequen tly

commented on the strong, scorched odor of the thick
- destruction matrix as they excavated it.

Underneath several construction phases of the east tower
of the 1A2 monumental gateway [1] was an earlier pl aza or
roadway paved with about 20cm thickness of small co bbles
[2]. Underneath the cobble layer, a Middle Bronze 2 house
[3] lay in ruins.
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- Stone foundations [1] of the MB2 house are visible in this
photo, along with severely burned, mixed matrix in piles [2]

and on a floor [3] of the lower story. However, one of the
A significant amount of black ash and charred roofi ~ng rooms—which turned out to be the kitchen—had mostly
material [1] attests to the fiery demise of this MB 2 house. mudbrick debris with smaller amounts of ash [4].



A ring of clay from a clay-lined storage bin appear s toward
the floor of the ‘kitchen’ (the packed-earth floor is not yet
visible). Significant amounts of ash and chunks of charred

wood were present on the floor (perhaps from cookin g
fires).

Pieces of two broken MB2 storage jars were lying on the
floor of the kitchen. The one on the left was fille d with
organic material (grain?) that had been thoroughly burned
into grey ash.

The MB2 house ended neither slowly nor quietly. The

surviving foundations had been buried in a 1m-thick matrix
of ash and destruction debris, some of which had co llaps-
ed from an upper story. Stones, broken mudbricks, w attle-
and-daub roofing material, and broken pottery were mixed

together in a manner that speaks of violence.

It's likely that whatever caused the destruction of this MB2
house also marked the end of civilization on the ea  stern
Jordan Disk for the next five to seven centuries. T  all el-
Hammam had dominated the well-watered southern Jord an
Valley agriscape for over 2,000 years. But that all came to
an abrupt end on the day this house succumbed to a
violent conflagration.
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