
 
 

 
Dr. Collins (left) confers with Adeib abu-Shmais, J ehad 
Haroun, Hussien Al-Jarrah, and Khalil Hamdan on a p oint 
of excavation methodology for a Chalcolithic house [1]. 
 

 
This was the first portion of a Chalcolithic broadh ouse 
unearthed at Tall el-Hammam, encountered during Sea son 
Five. It was refurbished during Early Bronze 1. 

 
This CP/EB1 broadhouse wall [1] lies underneath lay ers of 
EB2 fill [2], and the EB2 city wall [3] and roadway  [4]. Both 
of the CP houses in this location were built on bed rock/bed 
material. The EB3 rebuild of the EB2 city wall [5] is seen 
toward the top of the photo. The materials seen in the balk-
section to the left [6] are ‘piles’ of MB2 engineer ed fill 
covering the EB2 roadway in the process of leveling  up for 
the construction of the MB2 city defenses. 
 

 
The first CP broadhouse has emerged to the right [1 ]. The 
second one began to appear a few days later [2]. Se ctions 
of the EB2 roadway [3] and city wall [4] are visibl e. The wall 
in the lower-left foreground [5] is the first of th ree internal 
stabilizer-walls reinforcing the MB2 rampart system . 
 

 
This is a view (looking E) of Trench LA.28 on the l ower tall 
at the end of Season Five (late January 2010). Impo rtant 
balk edges and select structures are sandbagged for  
preservation during the off-season. This trench is currently 
60m N/S. The location of the CP houses is circled i n red. 
The 5.2m-thick EB2/3 city wall [1] is visible, as i s the EB 
roadway [2] (the EB2/3 city wall and roadway were 
continuously used through IB1/2 and MB1). Several 
components of the massive MB2 defensive system is a lso 
visible, including the 4m-thick city wall [3], and three 
stabilizer walls [4] embedded in the mudbrick rampa rt. 
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Chalcolithic Houses, lower tall 
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This broadhouse (called thus because the entry is t ypically 
on one of the long sides) was built on bedrock. The  
foundation trench [1] is clearly visible, and was c arved into 
the yellowish bedrock material [2]. The foundation consists 
of one course [3] of cobble-sized stones, topped by  
courses of mudbrick [4]. The house was refurbished during 
EB1, with a new course of stones [5] laid over an o ld-but-
still-stable mudbrick course. Perhaps the rebuild w as 
required as the result of an earthquake. 
 

 
This is the second CP broadhouse [1], looking S, as  it 
appeared toward the end of Season Five. To the left  is the 
yellowish bedrock material [2]. The foundation tren ch [3] is 
as it was cut in antiquity. The locus identified as  perhaps 
original material from the CP/EB1 floor(s) [4] was left intact 
with a view toward the application of micro-excavat ion 
techniques during Season Six (winter 2010/11). EB2 
engineered fill [5] covers the CP/EB1 house remains  as a 
substrate for the EB2 roadway [6]. An MB2 rampart 
stabilizer-wall [7] is built directly on/over the E B2/3-IBA-
MB21 roadway.  

 
Intact mudbricks from a CP broadhouse wall [1], wit h the 
foundation trench visible to the left [2]. Another in situ  
mudbrick from the CP wall is visible in the balk [3 ]. 
Mudbricks that have fallen from the wall are also v isible [4]. 
The CP/EB1 houses in this area were demolished in 
preparation for the construction of the EB2 city wa ll and 
roadway. While exploring the Wadi Kufrayn just to t he E of 
Hammam, the TeHEP Team discovered several sizeable 
Chalcolithic/EB1 villages with identical broadhouse s (lying 
partially exposed at the surface) occupying several  low 
hills on the N side of the river flow. They are obv iously 
connected to the CP culture at Tall el-Hammam in 
significant ways. CP Hammam, in turn, certainly has  
cultural connections to Tuleilet Ghassul (namesake of the 
Ghassulian Culture) lying a short distance to the S W, 
between Hammam and the Dead Sea. Thus far, the 
Chalcolithic pottery at Tall el-Hammam seems to fal l into 
the last third of the CP, during the approximate ti me that 
the extensive village at Tuleilat Ghassul was aband oned 
(perhaps the result of their spring-fed wadi flows being 
interrupted by seismic activity). It is possible th at the 
inhabitants of Ghassul then made their way to Hamma m to 
take advantage of the multiple springs and signific ant wadi 
flows in that location. Thus, the original shift of  the eastern 
Jordan Disk population to the environs of Hammam an d the 
Wadi Kufrayn may have been initiated as an emergenc y 
response to a bad situation at Tuleilat Ghassul.  
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