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Abstract

The Tall al-Hammam Excavation Project
(TaHEP) is a joint scientific project between
Trinity Southwest University, Albuquerque,
New Mexico, USA and the Department of An-
tiquities of the Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan.
The goal of TaHEP is to study the relationship
of this immense and strategically-located site
within its socio-cultural, economic and political
contexts, and to ascertain its position, function
and influence within those contexts.

In addition to this broader focus incorpo-
rating historical and archaeological data from
neighboring sites in the southern Jordan Valley
and beyond, the Project is studying the site as a
microcosm of life and activity within its own lo-
cal environment, seeking to determine its phases
of settlement, urbanization and the reasons for
its decline, destruction and / or abandonment at
archaeological period interfaces.

Within this micro-context the Project seeks
to shed light on how the inhabitants of Tall al-
Hammam adapted to the local environment and
environmental changes, and utilized available
resources, enabling them to attain levels of city
planning and building on a resultantly large
scale, particularly during the Bronze Age.

The present report seeks to provide a general
overview and introduction to the geographical,
chronological, and archaeological data distilled
from the first four seasons of exploration and
excavation at this remarkable site, and to fos-
ter interest in Tall al-Hammam as a significant
source of present and future information regard-
ing the history of the southern Jordan Valley

and, indeed, of the southern Levant.

Introduction

The first four seasons of excavation at Tall
al-Hammam' (TaH) were conducted with the
authorization and support of Dr Fawwaz al-
Khraysheh, Director General of the Department
of Antiquities. TaAHEP Season One (winter 2005/
2006) and Season Two (winter 2006 / 2007)
were directed by Dr Steven Collins (Dean, Col-
lege of Archaeology, Trinity Southwest Univer-
sity, Albuquerque, New Mexico, USA). TaHEP
Season Three, marked by the signing of a five-
year Joint Scientific Project Agreement between
Trinity Southwest University and the Depart-
ment of Antiquities, was co-directed by Dr Ste-
ven Collins and Mr Abdesami* Abu Dayyeh
(Department of Antiquities, Archaeologist and
CRM). Season Four was directed by Dr Steven
Collins and Mr Khalil Hamdan (Department of
Antiquities, Head of Excavation Sector; Senior
Archaeologist). (See additional information by
season below.)

Primary funding for the first four years of the
Project was provided through Trinity Southwest
University, with additional monetary and in-
kind contributions provided by individuals and
businesses, augmented by small grants from pri-
vate foundations.

Tall al-Hammam is located 12.6km NE of the
Dead Sea, 11.7km E of the Jordan River, 8km S
of the modern village of South ash-Shina (the
location of Tall Nimrin) and approximately 1km
SSW of the Al-Kafrayn Dam. This area of the
southern Jordan Valley, particularly the eastern

1. The spelling of site names in Jordan, including Tall al-
Hammam, is problematic. In much of the literature,
our site is known as Tell el-Hammam or Tell al-Ham-

-385-

mam. According 1o the latest convention, technically,
it should be Tall al-Hammim. For this publication, we
have chosen to use “Tall al-Hamméam.”


























































































